The Early Community of Weston: 


Weston began as a milling community in the early 
days. This area and its magnificent forests attracted 
lumberman. In 1806 the first sawmill was established 
in the Weston area and a community was established 
on the west side river flats in the area of the St. Phillips 
Road bridge. 


The Humber River provided the power to run saw and 
grist mill, converting trees to lumber and grain to flour. 
The mill sites were the catalysts for further 
development — particularly road building which opened 
up rural areas. Timber was used to build roads, 
buildings, wagons, barrels, buckets, and other 
household implements. 


There were 3 primary mill sites: 

o Built by Joseph Holley in 1815, the Farr 
brothers ran a grist mill and sawmill where St. Phillips 
bridge is today 


(2) Where Cruickshank Park is today, John 
Porter built a sawmill in 1830. It was replaced by 
Burr’s woolen mill (known for its long mill race); and 
later MacDougall had a flour mill on that site. 


© The Smith & Wilby Mill, located just south 

of today’s Lawrence Avenue, (later known as the 
Weston Woolen Mill) was heralded for its durable 
fabric and blankets. Employing 200 people at its peak, 
the Weston Woolen Mill became Weston’s largest 
employer. It closed in 1896. 


Floods in 1851, 1857 and 1878 convinced the 
inhabitants to move their homes and businesses to the 
higher east bank of the river. As the year’s passed the 
memory of the flood danger faded and settlement 
again encroached on the flood plain; not in the 
immediate area of the first settlement but a few city 
blocks north in the Dee Ave., Fair Glen Crescent area 
and a mile or so south at Raymore Drive. 


Weston Historical Society 


For over 40 years the Weston Historical Society has 
promoted a respect for our community roots and 
heritage structures. In addition to our five regular 
membership meetings, we conduct historical walks, 
cemetery tours and give topical presentations. 


Weston Historical Society 
1901 Weston Road, Unit F 
Toronto, Ontario M9N 3P1 


westonhistoricalsociety@rogers.com 
416-241-7618 
416-241-5801 


Visit our premises in “Eagle Manor’ at the NE 
corner of Weston Rd and Lawrence Ave. 
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Weston was incorporated as a village in 1881 
and as a town in 1915. Weston became the 
commercial hub for the area northwest of 
Toronto by the end of World War Il. 


Weston became part of the Borough of York in 
1967 and was one of the 6 municipalities 
amalgamated into the new City of Toronto in 
1998. 


HURRICANE HAZEL — SHE WAS NO LADY! 
Self Guided Walking Tour Presented by: The Weston Historical Society 


Presented 2004 


October 15, 2004 was the 50” anniversary 
of Hurricane Hazel. This pamphlet will help 
you understand the tremendous fury of 
Hurricane Hazel, the devastating impact on 
Southern Ontario, its rivers, and in particular 
the Humber River and the community of 
Weston. 


Dedication: 
The night of October 15, 1954 was a time of 


great tragedy but also a time of great 
heroism. 


wr 


N 
ce 
ow 


HUMBER 
WATERSHED 


Updated: 2019 


We dedicate this walk to the memory of 
those who lost their lives that night and to 
those families who were left homeless. 


Among the hurricane’s victims were brave 
would-be rescuers: five volunteer 
firefighters from Kingsway/Lambton were 
swept to their deaths when the aerial 
ladder truck they had driven to the bank of 
the Humber River to reach a trio of youths 
atop a car toppled into the frenzied waters. 


Before commencing the walk, however, it’s 
important to first comprehend the Humber 
River Watershed (the total area drained by a 
river and its tributaries) ... the enormity of this 
area, and the conditions in 1954 at the time 
the hurricane struck. 


The Humber Watershed is the largest of nine 
watersheds in the Greater Toronto Area. Shaped 
like a giant funnel, it covers 911 square 
kilometres. The upper lip of the funnel runs 
along a line just below Highway 9 from 
Orangeville where the main branch originates, to 
Richmond Hill and Lake St. George where the 
east branch rises. 


A myriad of creeks drain into these rivers which 
come together in the Woodbridge area where 
they form one river flowing toward Lake Ontario. 
The west branch, rising just east of the Niagara 
Escarpment, joins the main river immediately 
above Weston. 


1954 Was A Memorable Year ! 


1st TTC subway line in March 

16 year old Marilyn Bell swam across Lake 

Ontario on September 8-9 

1%“ TV telecast of a football game in Canadian 

history 

Detroit Red Wings beat the Montreal 

Canadiens in the Stanley Cup 

Stratford Festival’s inaugural season 

New face on the golf scene, Arnold Palmer, 

won the Canadian Open the following year at 

the Weston Golf & Country Club 

> Ernest Hemingway won the Nobel Prize for 
Literature 

> Roger Bannister became the first man to run 
a 4 minute mile at Vancouver's Empire 
Stadium 

> 1% Jet transport (Boeing 707) 
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> Popular movies that year were: “White 
Christmas”: with Bing Crosby, ’The Glen 
Miller Story” with Jimmy Stewart, “A 
Star is Born” with Judy Garland and 
James Mason, and “On the Waterfront” 
with newcomer Marlon Brando 

> Rosemary Clooney was a popular 
songstress with “This Ole House’, “The 
High and Mighty”, and “Cross Over the 
Bridge” 


Respective Heads of Government: 
Leslie Frost, Premier of Ontario; 

Louis St. Laurent, Canadian Prime 
Minister 

Sir Winston Churchill, Prime Minister of 
England 

Elizabeth Il, Queen of England 

Dwight D. Eisenhower, U.S. President 
Konrad Adenauer, Chancellor West 
Germany 

Dag Hammarskjold, Secretary-General 
of the United Nations 
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Source: Betty Kennedy's "Hurricane Hazel" 


As in other areas of Ontario, many of our 
bridges were either lost or seriously 
damaged and access to Etobicoke on the 
west side was impeded for a number of days 
after. 


> Railway Bridge — Built in 1856 — Still 
Standing ! 


> St. Philips Bridge — Approach road 
washed away 


> Lawrence Avenue Bridge — 
Approach on the East Side washed 
away 


> Raymore Swing Bridge — Washed 
Away 


> Partially finished bridge across the 
new 401 had to be demolished and 
rebuilt 
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Source: Betty Kennedy's "Hurricane Hazel" 


Was This a Unique Occurrence? 


Even under the best of conditions, the 
intense rainfall from Hurricane Hazel 
would have caused flooding. In this case, 
the situation was aggravated by soil 
already saturated by the unusually heavy 
autumn rainfall, particularly in the previous 
week, which prevented any significant 
absorption. 


This was NOT a unique occurrence. The 
Weston area has suffered from a number 
of very serious floods. Each one (1851, 
1857, 1878) caused much devastation and 
was hailed as the worst. Hurricane Hazel 
removed all remaining traces of the old 
settlements on the west side of the river. 


Could It Happen Again ? 


Beginning in 1957, the Metro Toronto and 
Region Conservation Authority (MTRCA) 
has instituted a comprehensive program of 
resource management on the watersheds 
under its jurisdiction, including flood 
control. 


The Authority has acquired floodplain 
property and cleared it of residences and 
established parklands. In addition, the 
use of floodplain regulations enables the 
Conservation Authority to control activities 
in areas susceptible to flooding, thereby 
minimizing the risk. 


However ...... it could happen again ! 


St. Philips Bridge with 
Etobicoke Approach Washed Away 


Railway Bridge 
Source: Archives of Weston Historical Society 


Water, Water Everywhere ! 
Why Did It Happen ? 


The month of October, 1954 was unusually 
rainy. By the middle of the month, the 
ground was saturated and the creeks and 
rivers of the Humber River Watershed were 
flowing briskly. 


It rained all day Friday, October 15. 
Although the previous day’s news had 
included information about the eighth 
hurricane of the year moving from the 
Caribbean and northward across the 
Carolinas, Toronto residents weren’t unduly 
concerned because hurricanes usually broke 
up before reaching as far inland as Toronto. 
It was expected that the Allegheny mountain 
range in Pennsylvania would break up or 
materially weaken the storm’s intensity. 


Although the winds lessened to some 
degree over the Allegheny mountains, the 
hurricane picked up more moisture over the 
Great Lakes. Hazel officially hit the north 
shore of Lake Ontario at 11:00 p.m. October 
15, 1954 with wind gusts up to 72 miles an 
hour. 


The heaviest rains in Toronto’s history — 8 
inches in 24 hours — inundated the 
watershed. 


One report stated forty billion gallons of 
water (another report stated 300 million 
tons!) drained into the tributaries of the 
Humber River and on October 16", the flow 
of the river was four times greater than 
previously recorded. 


Creeks became rivers and rivers became 
torrents. As the fiercely flowing Lower Humber 
River roared past Weston between the 
constricting high banks on either side, the 
water level rose 30 feet above normal levels. 
The terrible force of all that water 
indiscriminately destroyed all obstacles in its 
path: houses, bridges, trees, and cars. 


Lawrence Avenue Bridge 
(Bottom Left: Etobicoke --Top Right: Weston) 


Source: Archives of Weston Historical Society 


Impact in Weston and Local Area: 


The most dramatic results of the storm 
occurred along the Humber River and 
Etobicoke Creek. Just north of the Weston 
town boundary (south of the 401) on the west 
side of Weston Road, are three small streets: 
Maple Bush Avenue, Fair Glen Crescent and 
Dee Avenue. 


In 1954 these streets sloped gently down 
toward the river flats. Many of the homes 
were perilously close to the flood plain and 
families lost their homes 


Photos from north end of Weston — on the 
flats by Maple Bush Avenue, Fair Glen 
Crescent, and Dee Avenue 


Source: Archives of Weston Historical Society 


While the Lawrence Avenue bridge held, the 
approach to it did not. The debris carried 
downstream created a dam at the bridge, and 
the raging river forced the approaches on the 
Wesion side (east) to break away, causing a 
tidal wave effect on the Raymore 
(Westmount) area. 


Source: Archives of Weston Historical Society 


On RAYMORE DRIVE, a pleasant suburban 
street of one and two storey cottages nestled 
along the river, 36 PEOPLE LOST THEIR 
LIVES AND 60 FAMILIES WERE LEFT 
HOMELESS as 1200 feet of street 
disappeared when the footpath bridge (known 
locally as the swing bridge) at Raymore Drive 
was washed away by the raging river. 


Unfortunately the houses on Raymore Drive 
had been built on a flood plain. Many didn’t 
understand the danger and were faced that 
night with the difficult choice of staying 
indoors or climbing to the roof in the cold. 


Source: Archives of Weston Historical Society 


Betty Kennedy’s book included an eyewitness 
report by David Phillips: 


“In amazement he saw the westerly abutment 
of the bridge tear loose, while the easterly 
abutment stayed firm. The wire ropes which 
supported the platform of the bridge itself also 
held, allowing the current to swing the bridge 
in a slight arc before it stopped in such a way 
that all the debris coming down the river built 
up against the wire ropes still connecting the 
westerly and easterly abutments. The normal 
flow of water was stopped — and the river was 
diverted in a tidal wave right across the 
floodplain that was Raymore Drive. 


The homes were literally lifted off their 
foundations and swept away. You could hear 
the people screaming. Many of them were 
standing on their roofs. In many cases the 
screaming just stopped; the homes just 
disintegrated, and that was the end of it.” 


Source: Archives of Weston Historical Society 


